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TABLE S3-8

S&E doctorate holders employed in academia, by research priority, type of position, and degree field: 1973-2017

(Thousands)
Research priority, position, and
field 1973 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2006 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017
All positions 118.0 145.4 1553 167.1 176.1 190.2 1959 206.6 210.6 213.8 217.5 232.5 240.2 2455 259.5 272.8 276.5 294.8 309.0 329.3 326.6
Physical sciences 255 292 288 299 299 322 328 336 338 350 358 375 387 386 399 39.6 399 437 449 484 469
Mathematics and statistics 97 117 122 124 129 136 138 145 152 155 146 156 152 149 167 174 180 187 19.0 209 20.6
Computer and information sciences NA NA 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.1 3.3 3.7 3.8 5.2 5.8 6.9 7.3 8.4 9.1 8.9
Life sciences 349 426 470 513 548 587 612 648 669 682 71.6 773 81.9 843 90.0 955 942 102.0 109.8 1127 112.6
Psychology 122 162 177 201 210 231 237 250 252 250 261 273 290 304 31.8 350 345 354 363 387 380
Social sciences 234, 311 336 369 388 419 421 445 448 444 425 449 462 469 481 500 525 549 559 597 59.9
Engineering 124 148 158 161 181 199 212 228 228 231 238 266 255 266 27.8 296 304 328 347 397 39.8
Full-time faculty 103.3) 125.6 131.2 1419 1484 1569 1644 169.8 173.1 1724 171.4 1729 1782 180.9 190.6 193.1 199.1 206.9 214.4 2277 223.4
Physical sciences 208 236 235 243 242 254 264 262 262 258 256 255 263 261 277 269 275 293 295 311 29.7
Mathematics and statistics 93 109 114 11.7 123 127/ 129 135 142 147/ 13.0 13.6. 129, 124 140 140 148| 151 155 16.8 16.3
Computer and information sciences NA NA 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.8 2.3 2.8 2.9 3.2 3.3 4.2 49 5.6 5.7 6.4 7.1 7.1
Life sciences 295 349 373 409 435 456 481 493 511 508 528 536 561 583 617 628 635 667 705 708 70.0
Psychology 108 139 143 164 173 185 192 202 207 195 201 194 206 212 215 232 230 234 241 260 263
Social sciences 216, 288 303 337 344 361 37.6 390 390 392 371 369 382 383 39.6 392 420 432 436 467 46.0
Engineering 113 135 143 147 164 179 193 202 201 201 200 212 207 215 21.9 221 227 234 250 292 282
Research as primary or secondary
activity
:'elc’l?]ﬂt'ons'reseamhas””meor 823 850 90.0 100.7 1047 1152 144.0 151.6 156.6 150.1 153.5 164.7 168.1 172.5 179.3 183.7 187.1 1982 201.7 220.8 217.3
Physical sciences 188 192 182 195 193 21.4 249 257 259 250 258 274 272 273 282 269 268 289 295 328 30.7
Mathematics and statistics 68 68 69 68 72 76 97 102 107 95 94 101 99 98 107 114 117 123 118 134 134
g;r:ni‘;t:r and information NA  NA 01 03 04 06 10 13 17 20 24 24 26 26 39 41 48 51 57 64 62
Life sciences 260 287 321 371 383 414 488 518 533 518 538 579 608 631 656 667 664 714 742 783 769
Psychology 73 77 83 99 105 107 143 143 157 149 156 161 172 182 191 205 213 212 202 211 220
Social sciences 143 138 147 17.6 178 209 285 305 311 293 281 29.8 309 314 31.5 327 338 352 347 382 382
Engineering 90 89 98 95 112 125 168 176 182 175 185 209 194 202 203 214 223 241 256 305 30.0
Full-time faculty 720 716 7471 838 869 951 121.4 1258 131.4 121.7 121.6 1248 1263 130.4 1352 1337 1386 142.6 1444 159.6 156.3
Physical sciences 151 148 139 151 151 163 197 199 201 180 179 184 183 186 199 182 187 196 197 219 206
Mathematics and statistics 66 64 64 65 69 73 91 98 102 91 84 90 84 82 92 96 101 104 100 114 11.5
g;r:ni‘;t:r and information NA  NA s 02 03 05 08 12 16 18 22 23 23 23 33 36 41 41 45 53 52
Life sciences 218 229 247 287 296 319 383 39.0 41.0 384 395 403 41.4 435 451 443 445 461 478 499 483

Psychology 6.6 6.7 6.6 8.0 8.8 9.0 121| 122 139 125 129 129 134 141 144 149 159 16.1 153 164 172
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TABLE S3-8

S&E doctorate holders employed in academia, by research priority, type of position, and degree field: 1973-2017

(Thousands)
Research priority, position, and
field 1973 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2006 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017
Social sciences 136 129 135 165 160 188 261 279 283 267 253 253 267 274 270 272 29 296 289 319 322
Engineering 82 80 89 88 102 114 152 157 162 151 155 165 156 165 162 158 164 169 181 229 21.5
Research as primary activity
All positions, research prime 278 370 413 465 489 559 665 722 739 802 830 886 91.4 938 1029 1082 107.9 117.5 120.7 133.7 130.1
Physical sciences 66 89 85 94 92 110 123 133 131 147 152 156 151 150 162 163 157 175 182 20.8 19.4
Mathematics and statistics 15 18 21 19 20 27 32 35 35 34 33 35 29 33 38 50 56 57 56 64 61
gg?npcfgr and information NA NA 00 01 02 04 07 08 11 09 10 11 11 13 19 20 26 28 31 39 37
Life sciences 128 166 197 232 243 271 315 338 345 360 377 405 432 437 464 470 453 497 51.0 544 532
Psychology 20 28 34 41 44 46 52 59 62 67 74 80 86 87 100 112 111 114 109 113 112
Social sciences 28 41 42 45 49 57 75 82 84 107 98 98 111 117 130 136 140 156 159 173 16.6
Engineering 21 29 34 33 39 44 62 69 72 79 87 101 94 101 11.6 131 136 150 160 19.6 20.1
Full-time faculty, research prime 19.8 258 281 31.8 336 395 486 516 538 568 566 569 589 612 704 702 717 750 77.4 887 845
Physical sciences 35 50 50 54 54 65 78 80 82 87 84 81 80 80 97 93 94 98 104 121 115
Mathematics and statistics 14 16 18 18 18 25 27 32 32 31 27 29 23 23 34 39 46 46 45 54 51
gg?npcfgr and information NA NA 00 01 01 03 05 07 10 07 09 09 09 11 16 17 21 21 24 31 29
Life sciences 93 11.4 131 155 165 186 223 226 238 241 247 251 261 269 294 278 271 282 291 310 292
Psychology 16 20 22 25 29 33 39 45 50 53 54 57 59 61 70 78 78 80 79 86 86
Social sciences 25 36 34 38 38 46 63 71 71 89 83 74 90 95 107 113 11.8 129 130 147 14.0
Engineering 15 23 26 27 30 37 50 54 55 60 63 66 66 74 86 85 89 94 101 138 13.4
Teaching as primary activity
All positions, teaching prime 733 822 838 959 977 101.0 99.3 1009 103.4 983 100.2 1054 108.6 109.0 1059 109.4 1140 120.6 124.8 133.7 132.8
Physical sciences 163 165 159 175 168 174 169 167 168 157 159 167 178 179 170 169 17.5 188 187 197 19.6
Mathematics and statistics 74 85 86 91 94 93 92 95 101 103 98 102 105 102 94 99 103 107 113 122 121
Sg?ni‘ggr and information NA NA 01 02 03 03 03 06 07 14 18 18 21 19 25 30 32 38 40 36 37
Life sciences 166 181 181 205 211 209 201 203 209 202 21.8 234 251 257 252 276 282 306 339 350 347
Psychology 77 94 95 117 11.6 123 130 128 128 116 11.9 124 130 133 133 143 144 150 149 163 17.0
Social sciences 169 21.0 226 268 277 291 285 288 298 27.6 269 283 280 280 273 275 296 29.8 300 334 33.4
Engineering 84 87 91 101 108 117 113 122 122 116 121 126 121 119 11.2 102 108 119 11.9 135 125
Full-time faculty, teaching prime 69.9 784 797 921 91.9 949 936 939 967 914 919 921 950 938 899 884 935 967 982 101.9 100.3
Physical sciences 155 157 151 169 158 165 162 156 156 143 144 144 154 151 143 138 142 151 145 146 13.8
Mathematics and statistics 72 81 83 88 90 89 90 90 96 100 90 91 92 89 85 82 86 88 93 95 92

Computer and information

; NA NA 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.3 1.7 1.6 2.0 1.7 22 2.5 2.8 3.2 3.4 3.0 3.0
scliences
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TABLE S3-8

S&E doctorate holders employed in academia, by research priority, type of position, and degree field: 1973-2017

(Thousands)
Research priority, position, and
field 1973 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2006 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017
Life sciences 157 171 171 196 196 195 187 187 191 184 198 200 21.6 21.8 21.0 21.8 231 244 261 263 263
Psychology 73 89 89 110 109 116 121 119 122 105 109 106 11.3 111 108 111 111 113 11.0 118 124
Social sciences 161 201 21.4 257 259 268 265 264 27.6 259 246 246 242 241 231 219 243 239 238 257 255
Engineering 81 85 89 100 104 112 110 117 118 110 115 117 11.4 108 99 89 94 100 101 111 102
Other primary activity

All positions, other prime 169 262 302 247 296 333 301 335 332 352 343 386 402 428 495 552 546 566 635 619 63.6
Physical sciences 26 38 44 30 38 38 35 36 38 46 46 52 58 58 72 65 67 74 80 79 80
Mathematics and statistics 08 14 16 13 16 16 14 15 16 18 15 18 17 14 22 25 21 23 21 23 25
S;Z‘ni‘gsr and information NA NA 00 00 00 01 01 01 02 02 03 05 05 05 08 08 11 08 14 15 16
Life sciences 55 80 93 7.6 94 106 97 107 115 120 122 134 136 148 17.6 209 208 21.6 249 233 247
Psychology 25 40 48 44 50 62 56 63 62 67 69 70 73 84 81 95 90 91 104 111 9.8
Social sciences 37 60 68 56 61 71 61 76 66 61 58 68 72 72 82 88 89 95 99 91 99
Engineering 19 31 33 27 35 38 37 37 34 37 30 38 40 47 55 62 59 60 68 67 72
Full-time faculty 136 213 234 180 229 225 222 242 226 241 229 239 242 260 303 346 339 351 388 371 386
Physical sciences 18 29 33 20 30 24 24 25 23 27 27 29 28 30 36 38 39 44 46 44 45
Mathematics and statistics 07 12 13 11 14 13 12 13 14 16 13 15 14 10 19 19 16 17 16 19 20
S;Z‘ni‘gsr and information NA NA 00 00 00 01 00 01 01 02 02 03 03 04 03 05 07 04 06 11 12
Life sciences 45 64 71 58 74 74 72 79 82 83 83 85 85 96 113 132 133 140 153 135 145
Psychology 20 30 32 29 35 36 33 38 36 37 38 30 34 39 37 44 41 41 51 56 54
Social sciences 30 52 55 42 47 47 48 54 43 45 42 48 50 47 58 60 59 65 68 63 66
Engineering 16 27 28 20 29 29 33 31 27 31 22 28 27 33 35 47 44 39 47 43 47

NA = not available; s = suppressed for reasons of confidentiality and/or reliability.

Note(s)

Detail may not add to total because of rounding. Academic employment is limited to U.S. doctorate holders employed at 2- or 4-year colleges or universities, medical schools, and university research
institutes, excluding those employed part time because they are students or retired. Full-time faculty includes full professors, associate professors, assistant professors, and instructors from 1973 to
1995; from 1997 to 2017, full-time faculty includes full professors, associate professors, and assistant professors. Research includes basic or applied research, development, or design. Physical
sciences include earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences; life sciences include biological, agricultural, environmental, and health sciences. Numbers are rounded to the nearest 100 for data before 2017;
for 2017, numbers are rounded to the nearest 50.

Source(s)
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, National Science Foundation, Survey of Doctorate Recipients (SDR).
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